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St.  John  xi,  26.    And  whofoever  liveth  and  belleveth  in  me  fliall 
never  die. 

IN  whatever  fituation  we  contemplate  the  Savior  of 
the  world,  we  find  fomething  to  attrad  our  admira- 
tion and  love.  There  is  fomething  wonderfully  pleaf- 
ing,  in  this  ftiort,  and  fimple  account  of  his  life  ; 
"  He  went  about  doing  good."  He  embraced  every 
opportunity,  that  offered,  for  exhibiting  the  benev- 
olence of  his  heart,  by  adminiflering  rehef  to  the  dif- 
treffed,  and  comfort  to  thofe  of  a  forrowful  heart. 
One  of  the  moil  illufbrious  proofs  of  this,  may  be 
feen,  in  the  words  of  our  text,  and  the  hifliory  with 
which  it  is  connected.  The  account  as  it  flands  in  the 
evangelical  hiftory,  is  truly  affeding.  By  this  it  ap- 
pears that  Lazarus,  the  particular  friend  of  Jefus,  was 
dead.  Our  Lord,  intent  on  the  objects  of  his  mifiion, 
one  of  which  doubtlefs  was,  to  exhibit  a  perfeft  pat- 
tern for  the  imitation  of  his  followers,  immediately 
reforted  to  the  houfe  of  mourning.  On  the  way,  he 
was  met  by  the  fifter  of  the  deceafed,  whofe  heart 
was  unqueftionably  rent  with  anguiih,  at  the  lofs  of 
a  brother  dear  as  valuable.  Dear  as  united  by  the  ties 
of  kindred  blood,  the  cords  of  focial  and  fraternal  af- 
fedion,  and  the  indiffoiuble  bonds  of  divine  love. 
Valuable,  as  the  principal  fupport,  and  the  only  pro- 
tector of  herfelf,  and  her  fifter,  who  with  him,  com- 
pofed  the  whole  of  the  amiable  family  whom  Jeliis 
loved.  What  an  afFeding  meeting  !  A  few  days  be- 
fore, probably,  he  had  left  this  little  circle  of  friends, 
in  perfed  health.  Now,  the  brother  is  laid  low  and 
monldering  in  the  tomb.  The  charming  mourner, 
had  no  fooner  met  with  our  Savior,  than,  with  a 
heart  overflowing  with  tendernefs,  and  grief,  and  in- 


fpired  with  an  afFedionate  confidence,  in  his  power 
and  love,  fhe  exclaimed,  "  Lord  if  thou  hadfl  been 
here,  my  brother  had  not  died."  Among  other  ob- 
fervations  calculated  to  affuage  her  grief,  and  recon- 
cile her  mind  to  the  righteous  difpenfation  of  heav- 
en, while  at  the  fame  time  he  inftrufted  her  refped:- 
ing  the  fundamental  principles  of  that  religion  which 
he  came  to  teach,  the  companionate  Redeemer  ad- 
dreffed  her  in  the  words  of  our  text,  "  Whofoever 
liveth,  and  believeth  on  me,  fliall  never  die."  Confol- 
atory  language  indeed  ! 

We  live  in  a  world  of  forrow.  The  faireft  blof- 
foms  of  fublunary  blifs,  are  every  moment  liable 
to  be  blafted.  "  Man  that  is  born  of  a  woman  is 
of  few  days,  and  full  of  trouble.  He  cometh  forth 
like  a  flower,  and  is  cut  down ;  he  fleeth  alfo  as 
a  fhadow,  and  continueth  not."  The  empire  of  the 
king  of  terrors  is  wide  as  the  world,  and  extenfive 
as  animal  exiftence.  No  fooner  had  fin  entered  the 
world,  than  a  numerous  train  of  evils  followed.  Dif- 
eafes  almoft  without  number,  prey  uppn  the  human 
body,  and  in  fpite  of  the  maxims  of  jirudence,  and 
the  fkill  of  phyficians,  execute  at  length  the  melan- 
choly fentence,  pronounced  on  us  all,  "  Dull  thou  art, 
and  unto  dufl:  ftialt  thou  return." 

"  The  fhadow  of  death  is  without  any  order." 
The  relentlefs  tyrant  mocks  every  calculation  we  can 
make,  refpecling  the  duration  of  our  mortal  pilgrim- 
age.  The  fmiling  infant,  the  vigorous  youth,  and  the 
hoary  head,  alike  lie  down  together  in  the  duft. 
'  The  worm  is  fpread  under  them,  and  the  worm 
covers  them, — the  places  that  knew  them  know  them 
no  more.* 

Here  we  fee  parents  mourning  for  a  child.  There, 
children  mourning  for  a  parent.  Here  a  hufband  for 
a  wife,  there  a  wife  for  a  hufband.  Here  a  brother 
for  a  fifter,  and  there  a  fifter  for  a  brother.  Friends, 
united  by  the  moft  tender  and  endearing  ties,  ftrength- 


ened  by  the  interchange  of  a  thoufand  offices  of  kind- 
nefs,  fooner  or  later  muft  part.  While  continually  ex- 
pofed  to  calamities  like  thefe,  and  efpecially,  when 
they  adually  befal  us,  when  our  neareft  connexions, 
and  deareft  friends,  are  called  away  to  the  land  of 
filence,  when  '  lover  and  friend  are  put  far  from  us, 
and  our  acquaintance  into  darknefs,'  how  reviving 
to  hear  a  declaration  from  the  Supreme  Author  of 
Ufe,  "  Whofoever  liveth,  and  believeth  on  me,  fliall 
never  die.'* 

Here,  two  important  queftions  arife  : 

What   is    implied    in    living,    and    believing   on 
thrift? 

And  What  is  implied  in  the  affertion  that  fuch 
fhall  never  die  ? 

We  will  endeavor  to  anfwer  thefe  queftions.  "  Who- 
foever liveth  and  believeth  on  me."  Living,  in  the 
fenfe  of  the  text,  is  ufed  in  oppolitlonto  that  ftate  of 
death  into  which  man  by  tranfgreffion  fell.  Mankind, 
previous  to  regeneration,  are  reprefented  in  Icripture, 
to  be  dead  in  trefpafles  and  fms.  This  death,  and  the 
refurredion  from  it,  are  very  clearly  reprefented  in 
the  fecond  chapter  of  Paul  to  the  Ephefians,  from  the 
firft  to  the  feventh  verfe.  "  And  you  hath  he  quick- 
ened, who  Vv'ere  dead  in  trefpafles  and  fms  ;  wherein, 
in  time  paft,  ye  walked  according  to  the  courfe  of 
this  world,  according  to  the  prince  of  the  power  of 
the  air,  the  fpirit  that  now  worketh  in  the  children 
of  difobedience  :  among  whom  alfo  we  all  had  our 
converfation  in  times  paft  in  the  lufts  of  our  flefh,  ful- 
filling the  deiires  of  the  flefli  and  of  the  mind  ;  and 
were  by  nature  the  children  of  wrath,  even  as  others. 
But  God,  who  is  rich  in  mercy,  for  his  great  love 
wherewith  he  loved  us,  even  when  we  v/ere  dead  in 
fm  hath  quickened  us  together  with  Chrift  ;  (by  grace 
ye  are  faved  ;)  and  hath  raifed  us  up  together,  and 
made  us  lit  together  in  heavenly  places  in  Chrift  Jefus ; 
that  in  the  ages  to  come  he  might  ftiew  the  exceeding 
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riches  of  his  grace  in  his  kindnefs  toward  us,  through 
Chrift  Jefus."  Gbferve  this  language,  "  dead  in  tref- 
paiTes  and  fins/*  and  "  by  nature  children  of  wrath." 
This  death  conlifts  in  the  entire  deftitution,  or  want 
of  a  principle  of  holinefs,  or  love  to^God.  And  that 
this  is  the  condition  of  all  men,  previous  to  regener- 
ation, is  abundantly  taught  in  the  bible.  It  is  taught 
in  this  pailage,  "  The  carnal  mind  is  enmity  againft 
God,  for  it  is  not  fubjecl  to  the  law  of  God,  neither 
indeed  can  be.  So  then,  they  that  are  in  the  flefti, 
cannot  pleafe  God."  It  is  taught  in  this  paffage, 
*'  When  we  were  enemies,  we  were  reconciled  to 
God."  None  will  fuppofe  the  apoftle  confidered  him- 
felf  and  his  brethren,  to  have  been,  before  converfion, 
in  a  ftate  different  from  that  of  other  unregenerate 
finners.  For  in  a  variety  of  paffages,  he  places  them 
exaftly  on  a  level  with  others.  He  fays,  "  we  were 
by  nature  children  of  wrath  even  as  others."  And 
if  men,  before  they  experience  this  change,  are  ene- 
mies to  God,  they  are  certainly  deftitute  of  any  prin- 
ciple of  holinefs  or  love  to  God.  The  fame  truth  is 
taught  in  this  paffage,  "  The  hour  cometh  when  the 
dead  Ihall  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God,  and 
they  that  hear  fhall  live."  It  is  taught  in  all  thofe 
paffages,  in  which  wicked  men  are  denominated  God's 
enemies.  It  is  taught  in  this  expreffion,  "  The  fool 
hath  faid  in  his  heart  there  is  no  God."  The  term 
fool,  in  the  fcripture,  is  ufed  to  denote  the  wicked 
man,  the  man  who  has  no  religion.  It  is  ufed  in  op- 
pofition  to  that  fear  of  the  Lord  which  is  wifdom, 
and  that  departure  from  evil  which  is  underftanding. 
Surely  none  will  fuppofe  that  he  who  fays  in  his 
heart  there  is  no  God  has  any  love  to  God.  But  this 
is  the  language  of  every  unrenewed  heart.  Plainly 
then,  every  unrenewed  heart  is  deftitute  of  love  to 
God.  And  if  fo,  then  every  man,  previous  to  re- 
generation, is  dead  in  trefpaffes  and  fins. 

This  death  is  ufually  denominated  fpiritual  death. 


But  it  is  important  to  remark,  here,  that  this  fpirit- 
u-al  death,  or  moral  evil,  is  infeparably  connected  with 
natural  evil  or  mifery.  And  therefore,  the  fubjed  of 
it,  if  not  delivered,  muft,  of  necellity,  and  natural 
confequence,  fuffer  eternal  de2Lth.  A  refurreclion  from 
this  fpiritual  death,  is  therefore,  the  only  way  to  ef- 
cape  eternal  death.  They  are  fo  conneded  in  the  con- 
jftitution  which  God  has  eftabiifhed,  that  the  latter 
will  eventually  co-exift  with  the  former.  And  the 
only  reafon,  why  thofe  who  are  fpiritually  dead,  are 
not  now  completely  miferable,  is,  the  connexion  be- 
tween foul  and  body,  and  the  capacity  we  pofiefs,  by 
this  connexion,  to  receive  pleafure  from  the  various 
objeds  around  us.  But  the  very  moment  this  con- 
nexion is  diifolved,  thofe  who  remain  in  fpiritual 
death,  will  find  themfelves  removed  from  every  ob- 
jedl,  that  can  afford  them  the  lead  enjoyment,  and 
will  therefore  be  completely  wretched. 

Chrift,  in  our  text,  evidently  fpeaks  of  a  refurrec- 
tion  from  this  death.  "  Whofoever  liveth.'*  To  live, 
is  to  be  raifed  from  this  death,  in  trefpaffes  and  fins  : 
it  is  to  have  the  loft  image  of  God  reftored  in  the 
foul.  Bleffed  be  God,  that  Chrift,  by  his  fufferings 
and  death,  has  laid  a  foundation  for  fuch  a  refurrec- 
tion.  "  I,"  faith  he,  "  am  the  refurredion,  and  the 
life."  In  confequence  of  what  he  has  done,  the  Spir- 
it is  fent  down  to  renovate  the  hearts  of  his  people, 
to  make  them  partakers  of  the  divine  nature,  that 
they  may  thus  difcover  the  glory  of  the  divine  char- 
acter, the  beauty  of  holinefs,  the  awful  deformity 
and  guilt  of  fin,  and  the  excellency  of  the  plan  of 
redemption  by  Jefus  Chrift. 

Now  they  believe  in  Chrift.  And  this  belief  im- 
plies the  affent  of  the  underftanding,  and  the  con- 
fent  of  the  heart  to  the  whole  of  the  divine  teftimo- 
ny  concerning  Chrift.  The  glory  of  the  divine  char- 
acter being  difcovered,  by  this  new  and  divine  prin- 
ciple, implanted  in  the  foul,  in  regeneration,  and  the 


evil  of  fm  being  difcovered  of  courfe,  Jefus  Chrift, 
and  the  way  of  falvation  by  him,  appear  as  repre- 
fented  in  the  fcripture,  worthy  of  all  aeceptation. 
The  penitent,  feeling  his  unworthinefs  and  guilt,  re*- 
nounces  all  felf  confidence,  abhors  himfelf  as  a  crea- 
ture deferving  of  nothing  but  hell  ;  yet,  difcovering 
Chrift,  clothed  with  the  divinity  of  the  Eternal  Fa- 
ther, and  equal  with  him,  in  power  and  glory,  dif- 
covering him,  able,  and  willing  to  fave  to  the  utter- 
moft,  all,  without  exception,  that  come  to  God  by 
him,  he  cafts  himfelf  wholly  on  his  unmerited  mercy. 
He  feeks  no  other  way  of  falvation  ;  he  defires  no 
other.  He  cleaves  to  Chrift  as  his  portion,  he  loves 
him  fupremely  for  his  own  ineffable  beauty,  his  foul 
is  attracted  to  him,  as  the  centre  of  his  affections. 
He  defires  that  he  fliould  have  all  the  glory  of  his  fal- 
vation, and  he  longs  to  be  made  perfeA  in  his  like- 
nefs.  He  difdains  the  idea,  of  recommending  him- 
felf to  God,  by  works  of  rightebufnefs  which  he  has 
performed,  or  can  hope  to  perform.  The  righteouf- 
nefs  of  his  beft  fervices  appears  as  filthy  rags  ;  he 
places  no  confidence  in  it,  he  values  himfelf  not  the 
leaft  upon  it.  Chrift  is  his  life,  his  hope,  his  confi- 
dence, his  joy,  his  righteoufnefs,  his  fandification, 
his  redemption,  his  ALL. 

He  wifties  to  be  governed  by  the  laws  of  Chrift. 
He  fhudders  at  the  thought  of  offending,  or  difobey- 
ing  fo  glorious  and  lovely  a  Savior.  He  girds  on  the 
armor  of  the  gofpel,  he  enlifts  under  the  banners  of 
the  crofs,  be  enters  the  field  of  combat  with  the 
world,  the  flefh  and  the  devil,  and  refolves  never  to 
yield  to  his  enemies  or  bafely  defert  the  glorious  caufe 
of  his  Mafter,  though  earth  and  hell  fliould  unite 
their  forces  to  oppofe  him. 

He  thus  begins  a  new  life.  In  the  fenfe  of  the  text 
he  now  lives  and  believes  in  Chrift  :  and  his  life  is 
hid  with  Chrift  in  God.  He  can  now  fay  with  the 
apoftle,  "  I  am  crucified  with  Chrift,  neverthelefs,  I 
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live  ;  yet  not  I,  but  Chrift  liveth  in  me  ;  and  the  life 
which  I  now  live  in  the  flefli,  I  live  by  faith  on  the 
Son  of  God,  who  loved  me,  and  gave  himfelf  for 
me.'*     This  is  implied  in  living  and  believing  in  Chrift. 
Such  are  the  exercifes,  fuch  the  feelings,  and  fuch 
the  condu(fl  of  thofe,  who  poffefs  the  genuine  faith 
of  the  gofpel.     We  might  go  on  to  illuftrate  the  ope- 
ration of  this  faith,  in  producing  the  fruits  of  holi- 
nefs  ;  what  delight  and  conftancy  in  prayer  it  produ- 
ces ;  what  delight  in   the  worfhip  and  ordinances  of 
God,  what  longing  defires  for  the  falvation  of  finners, 
what  fobriety  of  behavior  at  all  times,   and   places, 
what  equity  in  dealings,  what  kindnefs  and  generoii- 
ty  to  the  poor,  what  fympathy  for  the  afflicted,  what 
a  tender  regard  for  the  character  of  others,  what  a 
facred  regard  to  truth,  what  a  difpofition  in  lowli- 
nefs  of  mind,  to  efteem  others   better  than   himfelf, 
and  in  fine  what   faithfulnefs  in   the  performance  of 
every  duty,  to  himfelf,  his  friends,  his  country,  and 
his  God. 

But  it  is  time  to  confider  what  is  implied  in  our 
Savior's  declaration,  that  fuch  "  fliall  never  die."    And 
furely  it  cannot  imply  lefs  than  this  ;  that  this  life  to 
which  man  is  reftored,  when  he  is  raifed  from  a  death 
in  trefpaffes  and  lins,  fliall  never  be  extinguiftied.     It 
mull  imply,  that  the  immortal  feed  of  divine  grace, 
which,  in  regeneration,  is  implanted  in  the  foul,  fhal! 
never  be  eradicated,  but  (hall  fpring  up,  and  llouriQi, 
till  the  foul  fliall  be  made  perfect  in  the  likenefs  of 
Chrift.     And  this  idea  is  abundantly  confirmed  by 
many    other   paflages   of    fcripture.      "  Whofoever 
drinketh  of  the  water  that  I  fliall  give  him"  faith 
Chrift,  "  fliall  never  thirft.     But  the  water  that  I  fliall 
give  him  fliall  be  in  him,  a  well  of  water  fpringing 
up  into  everlafting  life."      Obferve  it  fliall  be  in  him 
a  well  of  water.     This  is  the  fame  life  fpoken  of  in 
the  text.    "Whofoever  liveth  fliall  never  die."    "Who- 
foever drinketh  fhall  never  thirft."      Obferve  what  a 
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lufter  tliefe  two  pailages  refleft  on  each  other.  They 
fhew  that  the  union  which  is  formed  between  Chrift 
and  the  foul  is  a  permanent  union.  It  is  not  a  union 
for  a  day,  a  week,  a  month,  a  year  ;  it  is  a  union 
which  will  never  be  diffolved.  The  doftrine  of  the 
faint's  perfeverance  is  fometimes  mifunderftood.  We 
do  not  mean  that  a  chriftian  will  certainly  be  faved, 
whether  he  continue  in  the  way  of  holinefs  and  en- 
dure to  the  end,  or  not  :  but  we  mean,  that  true 
chriftians  will  endure  to  the  end.  Chrift  hath  prom- 
ifed  they  Ihall  have  grace  afforded  them,  and  that  they 
Ihall  be  kept  by  the  power  of  God  through  faith  un- 
to falvation.  If  it  be  alked  what  then  are  we  to  think 
of  thofe  who  appear  to  be  chriftians  for  a  while,  and 
to  enjoy  much  of  the  love  of  God,  but  afterwards 
fall  away  ;  we  reply,  we  are  to  conclude  without  hef- 
itation,  they  never  were  chriftians.  And  for  this  we 
have  the  authority  of  the  apoftle.  "  They  went  out 
from  us  but  they  were  not  of  us  ;  for  if  they  ha_d 
been  of  us  they  would  no  doubt  have  continued  with 
us  :  but  they  went  out  that  they  might  be  made  man- 
ifeft  that  they  were  not  all  of  us. 

If  it  be  alked,  why  then  are  chriftians  exhorted  to 
beware  left  they  fall  away,  and  aflured  that  if  they 
do  fall  away,  they  fhall  perifh  after  all  j  we  reply, 
thefe  exhortations  are  the  means  by  which  they  are  to 
be  kept  from  falling  away.  We  are  therefore  with  the 
utmoft  ferioufnefs,  to  warn  all  profeffors  to  take  heed, 
left  they  fall  away  ;  affuring  them  that  their  perfe- 
verance in  the  way  of  holinefs  to  the  end  of  life,  is 
to  be  the  crowning  evidence  that  they  are  really  uni- 
ted to  Chrift. 

The  declaration  that  whofoever  liveth  and  believeth 
in  Chrift  fliall  never  die,  implies  further  an  exemp- 
tion from  that  natural  evil  or  mifery,  which  is  infep- 
arable  from  a  ftate  oi  fpiritual  death,  and  which  will 
ultimately  terminate  in  eternal  death.  Believers  are 
freed  from  this,  not  only  by  the  judicial  fentence  of 
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God,  in  their  favor,  declaring  they  fliaH  not  come  in- 
to condemnation,  that  there  is  no  condeiiiRation  to 
them, and  that  they  fliall  inherit  everlafting  lifejbutthey 
arefecured  from  the  poflibility  of  mil'ery  in  a  future 
world,  by  the  nature  of  that  holy  di^fition  they 
polTefs.  As  an  unholy  foul  cannot  be  happy  in  the 
prefence  of  God,  fo  an  holy  foul  cannot  be  miferable 
in  his  prefence.  Beholding  in  him  the  glorious  object 
of  his  love,  he  cannot  but  be  happy.  ' 

Have  we  never  heard  of  martyrs  triumphing  in 
the  flames,  and  declaring  while  their  flefh  was  alHn  a 
bla2;e,  that  they  felt  no  pain  ?  •  The  reafon  of  fuch  a 
phenomenon  was  this.  They  were  advanced  to  fuch 
degrees  of  holinefs,  and  had  fuch  difcoveries  of  God, 
that  their  religious  joy  in  the  view  of  the  glory  of 
God,  overcame  all  fenfe  of  bodily  pain.  And  if  names 
cannot  prevent  the  triumphs  of  chriftians,  we  may 
be  fure  they  will  never  die.  The  diffolution  of  foul 
and  body  is  no  death  to  them.  It  only  frees  them 
from  thofe  incumbrances  which  greatly  interrupt  their 
joys,  and  obfcure  the  face  of  their  beft  beloved.  It 
releafes  them  from  that  body  of  lin,  which  is  ever 
their  grief  and  burden,  while  here  below.  It  frees 
them  from  all  the  troubles  incident  to  this  ever  vary- 
ing fcene,  from  all  its  cares,  its  labors,  its  dangers. 
It  difcharges  them  from  their  painful  and  perilous  war- 
fare, and  Ihews  them  at  length,  all  their  enemies  be- 
neath their  feet.  It  permits  their  immortal  fpirits  to 
foar  to  the  regions  of  eternal  day,  to  behold  the  ador- 
able object  of  their  love,  and  to  balk  forever,  in  the 
refulgent  rays  of  his  ineffable  bea,uty. 

There  they  refl  from  their  labors,  and  their  works 
follow  them.  There  they  drink  forever  of  thofe  riv- 
ers of  pleafure,  which  flov/  from  under  the  throne 
andJiill  of  God.  There  they  vievv  the  pearly  gates 
of  the  NewJerufiilem,  and  walk  the  ftreets  paved 
with  gold.  There  their  eyes  behold  the  King  in  his 
beauty.     There  they  unite  with   all  the   millions  re- 
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deemed  to  God,  out  of  every  nation  and  kindred 
and  tongue  and  people,  in  finging  the  fong  of  Mofes 
■AvA  the  Lamb.  There,  arrayed  in  the  fpotlefs  robes 
of  the  Savior's  righteoufnefs,  and  fixed  as  pillars  in 
the  temple  of  God,  they  will  fhine  as  the  fun  in  the 
firmament,  and  as  the  ftars  forever  and  ever. 

By  way  of  improvement  we  may  learn  from  our 
fubjed,  what  is  neceifary  to  prepare  us  for  an  exchange 
of  worlds.  It  is  to  live  and  believe  in  Chrift.  To  be 
raifed  from  fpiritual  death,  to  the  pofTeffion  of  that 
new  and  divine  principle  of  life  which  is  imparted  to 
all  who  are  born  of  God.  It  is  to  be  united  to  Chrift; 
by  a  true  and  living  faith.  It  is  to  be  made  partakers 
of  the  divine  nature.  To  delight  in  God,  as  our  fu- 
preme  good.  To  receive  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  in  our 
hearts  ;  to  place  all  our  dependance  on  his  mediation, 
to  love  him  entirely,  and  from  a  principle  of  love,  to 
engage  with  zeal  in  his  fervice  being  willing  to  part 
with  all  for  his  fake  ;  not  counting  even  our  lives  dear, 
that  we  may  prove  our  fidelity  to  him,  as  the  captain 
of  our  falvation,  our  leader  and  forerunner  to  glory. 
This  places  us  beyond  the  reach  of  death.  Thofe  of 
this  character,  can  never  die.  Their  fouls  may  for  a 
time  be  feparated  from  their  bodies,  but  this  is  only 
to  give  them  immediate  poflefiion  of  the  promifed 
land. 

But  without  being  thus  reftored  to  life,  without  be- 
ing thus  united  to  Chrift,  a  feparation  between  foul 
and  body  will  be  death  indeed.  It  will  be  a  double 
death.  It  will  be  a  feparation  from  all  enjoyment,  a 
departure  from  every  object  which  can  aiford  the  leaft 
veftige  of  pleafure,  and  an  entrance  into  a  world  of 
darknefs,  defolation  and  defpair.  It  will  therefore  be 
an  introduction,  to  eternal  death.  And  this  doom 
will  not  befal  the  wicked,  merely  by  the  judicial  fen- 
tence  of  God.  The  very  nature  of  things,  renders  it 
impoffible  it  fhould  be  otherwife.  Not  an  object  will 
be  found  in  the  univerfe,  which  can  afford  pleafure  to 
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an  unholy  foul  when  feparated  from  the  body.  To  be 
prepared  for  this  great,  this  important  change,  we  muft 
be  born  again.  Nothing  ihort  of  the  new  birth,  will 
place  us  beyond  the  reach  of  death.  Without  this 
we  muft  die,  and  die  forever  :  and  whatever  hopes 
we  may  entertain  to  the  contrary,  they  will  be  like 
the  giving  up  of  the  ghoft,  they  will  perilh  when  God 
fliall  take  away  our  foul. 

Again.  We  learn  from  our  fubjed,  that  there  is  no 
occalion  to  mourn  for  thofe  who  leave  the  world  in 
the  faith  and  hope  of  the  gofpel.  Such  perfons  have 
loft  nothing,  by  exchanging  worlds.  Rather,  their 
gain  is  unfpeakably  great.  They  have  exchanged  a 
houfe  of  clay  for  a  manlioii  in  the  fkies.  They  have 
exchanged  pain  for  peace,  forrow  for  joy,  lin  for  pu- 
rity. They  have  exchanged  ignorance  for  knowl- 
edge, darknefs  for  light,  faith  for  vilion,  and  hope 
for  enjoyment.  They  have  exchanged  weapons  for 
laurels,  labor  for  reft,  a  crofs  for  a  crown,  and  thraldom 
for  a  throne.  Who  would  not  rejoice  to  make  fuch 
an  exchange  ?  Who  would  defire  to  call  back  a  friend 
that  had  made  fuch  an  exchange  ? 

My  hearers,  do  you  wifti  to  make  fuch  an  exchange 
when  your  duft  fhall  return  to  the  earth  as  it  was,  and 
your  fpirit  to  God  that  gave  it  ?  Then  you  muft  live 
and  believe  in  Jefus  Chrift.  You  muft  be  raifed  from 
the  death  of  fin  and  become  alive  unto  God.  You 
muft  live,  as  the  fcion  lives  on  the  ftock  into  which  it 
is  grafted,  by  being  grafted  into  Chrift,  Are  you  then 
thus  living  ?  Are  you  indeed  born  from  above  ? 
Have  old  things  within  you  pafled  away,  and  all  things 
become  new  ?  Have  you  begun  the  life  of  faith  in 
the  Son  of  God  ?  Such  of  you  as  give  evidence  that 
you  are  of  this  charafter,  I  hail  as  the  happy  fouls  that 
Ihall  never  die.  Such  of  you  as  are  not,  I  exhort  by 
the  certain  profpe<5l  of  a  fpeedy  entrance  on  an  untri- 
ed ftate  of  being,  by  the  pale  remains  before  you  which 
exhibit  an  image  of  what  your  body  mirft  fhortly  be. 
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1  exhort  you  by  the  affurance  Chrift  has  given  that, 
if  you  leave  the  world  as  you  now  are,  you  will  die, 
and  die  forever,  that  you  awake  out  of  lleep  and 
arife  from  the  dead,  that  Chrift  may  give  you  light. 

BEREAVED    MOURNERS, 

Accept  the  affurance  of  our  fympathy  on  this  oc- 
calion. 

The  lofs  of  fo  dear  and  fo  valuable  a  friend  cannot, 
we  are  fenfible,  be  joyous  to  you  but  grievous.  But 
"  fhall  not  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  do  right  ?"  Your 
deceafed  friend  you  confidered  yours,  but  was  flie  not 
in  a  higher  fenfe  his  ?  And  may  he  not  '  do  what  he 
will  with  his  own  ?'  We  truft  you  will  perceive  the 
the  propriety  of  fubmiffion  to  his  will  when  you  con- 
lider,  that  fo  rich  a  bleffing  was  loaned  to  you  on  the 
fole  condition  of  being  refumed  at  pleafure.  Conlid- 
er  alfo,  that  although  God  hath  not  affigned  to  you 
the  particular  reafon  of  this  bereavement,  at  this  time, 
yet  a  reafon  there  is,  worthy  of  infinite  wifdom  and 
infinite  love.  It  is  one  of  thofe  events  by  which  he 
carries  on  the  concerns  of  his  kingdom  and  by  which 
he  will  ultimately  glorify  himfelf.  This  1  confider  the 
true  ground  of  fubmiffion,  and  the  proper  fource  of 
confolation  in  afflictions  like  thefe. 

There  are  other  confiderations  which  may  adminif- 
ter  comfort  under  this  bereavement.  It  is  an  event 
which  may  prove  a  blefiing  to  you  of  fterling  worth 
if  duly  improved.  You  have  alfo  the  fatisfadion  arif- 
ing  from  the  hope  that  your  friend  is  not  dead  but 
fleepeth.  Leaving  an  evidence  behind  that,  while 
here,  fhe  lived  and  believed  in  Chrift,  we  truft  flie 
will  never  die.  While  you  blefs  God  for  fo  important 
a  circumftance  in  this  trial,  a  circumftance  which  takes 
away  the  fting  of  your  affliction,  you  will  regard  the 
departure  of  your  friend  as  a  kind  admonition  from 
Him  who  doth  not  afflift  willingly  nor  grieve  the  chil- 
dren of  men.     You  will  regard  it  as  a  call  to  you  to 


15 

be  alio  ready.  But  you  are  not  ftrangers  to  the  con- 
folations  of  the  gofpel,  nor  to  the  import  of  the  fol- 
emn  language  of  Providence  in  removing  beloved 
friends  to  the  invifible  world. 

May  you  be  excited  to  increaling  diligence  in  pre- 
paring for  your  own  departure,  and  to  increafmg  fidel- 
ity in  the  caufe  of  your  great  Lord  and  Mafter.  May 
you  eminently  live  and  believe  on  him,  and  finally, 
may  you  meet  all  your  friends,  who  have  fo  lived  here, 
and  who  have  flept  in  Jefus,  in  that  happy  world  where 
immortal  life,  and  immortal  love,  fhall  reign  forever. 

AMEN. 


